
  

  

We are proud to announce that AIS earned the 3rd place honor at the state-wide Johnson 
O’Malley Ojibwe Quiz Bowl competition in Fond du Lac. We brought 4 teams, including 2 
from Harding High School, 1 from AIMS middle school and 1 from AIMS elementary school. 
Our winning high school team came up through the ranks, having started their competition 
years when they were at the elementary level. All of our students performed well, winning 
rounds and having fun!  The middle school team earned 8th place, elementary team 16th 
place, and the Harding B team got 18th place. Well done!  

Bringing home the trophy! 
AIS snags 3rd Place at the Johnson O’Malley Ojibwe Quiz Bowl 
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     The AIS Program provides the 
opportunity for ALL students, of any 
and all cultures, to learn American 
Indian history, literature, art, and 
language from a Native perspective.   
Both Ojibwe and Lakota languages are 
offered.  All AIS classes meet district 
and state content standards, and have 
been developed as rigorous, yet 
culturally competent courses.  
     Through collaboration with the Saint 
Paul Indian Education Program, we 
offer additional support for American 
Indian students, including attendance 
and grade monitoring, college and 
career exploration, and social services.  

 

 
 

 

 

Beaded Graduation Caps 
 
This is the 2nd year that Native students 
have been able to celebrate the new 
SPPS policy that allows for cultural 
embellishments on their graduation 
caps. Go Grads! 



  

  

CLASS OF 2018 

Nolan Berglund: I want to give back to the community that raised me and help my people. I will be 
attending Haskell Indian Nations University in the fall. I am so grateful for AIS. I owe so much to the 
American Indian Magnet School and Harding, I didn’t just learn about teachings and culture of my 
people, but I made connections and relationships that I hold close to my heart. For those I’d like to thank, 
I must start with my parents for making and raising me into who I am today. I also would like to thank all 
of the Native teachers and staff at Harding, you guys have been there through my worst days, as well as 
my best days. Miigwech, Wopila, Pinagigi, Thank you! I also would like to thank all of my friends/family 
and loved ones, without them I would not be who I am today. 

Elbira Marysol Capetillo Cortez: I plan to attend Minneapolis Business College to earn an Associate’s 
Degree of Applied Science. I want to become a cosmetologist and one day own my own business. I want to 
be able to give back to family and my community. My advice for high school is to make as many friends as 
possible and be cool with administration. AIS reminded me of the importance of community. They also 
taught me how important keeping traditions and language is. I want to thank my mom for supporting me, 
but also Ms. Harper and Mrs. Schroeder.  

Terrionna Martin: I don’t know what career I want, but I would like to do something that makes me 
happy and feel wanted and welcomed. My advice to new 9th graders, is if things in your life aren’t going too 
well, talk to people who you think can help you, don’t waste your time on things that don’t matter. Have 
confidence. Stay focused. Set goals. Stay yourself.  Every lesson from AIS will stay with me. I’m proud to 
say I know how to speak Lakota, even if it’s not fluent I know a lot of it. I’d like to thank the whole AIS staff 
because they helped me get this far and I’ll forever continue to grow. 

Montana McKee: I strive to go to college at the University of MN, Morris, to pursue my art career 
and business. I hope to succeed in my career, giving back to my community financially and empowering 
youth to follow their dreams no matter how big or what obstacles come. AIS has played a substantial role 
in my graduation and passion for school. AIS has built an extraordinary team of staff who are supportive, 
infusing culture into curriculum, allowing students to express their identity. I would like to say 
Mii’gwech to all my teachers and community leaders who’ve pushed me to follow what I believe and 
never give up. I would also like to thank my friends and family who have always believed in me and 
encouraged me to do the best of my abilities.  

Samayo Abdullaahi: I want to work with underprivileged children. I will most likely go to college to 
become a child welfare social worker or counselor. When I came into AIS my freshman year, I was it as an 
opportunity to learn about a culture I’ve never been taught before. Through AIS I’ve gained a new 
understanding of different cultures. I would like to thank my mother who has put up with me stressing out 
about school work and in turn stressing her out. She has been my support system throughout high school and I 
thank her for that. I also want to thank my friends who have really pushed me to reach new goals and go 
beyond them. 

Miiskogihmiiwan Poupart-Chapman: My plans for the future are to continue to work in the Native 
community, go to Augsburg College, and return to work as a teacher. I hope to help with revitalizing my 
culture and language. American Indian Studies made me feel welcomed and supported. I built connections 
and a network of support through education & culture. I would like to thank Schroeder, Harper, Jack, & 
Weston from AIS. Pilot, Ms. Keenan, Ms. James, Ms. Malaga and my mother. I’d also like to thank Hope 
Flanagan, Maggie Lorenz, Barry Hand, Travis Decory, Mann Mcoy, Jason Bresette, Kerrie Troseth, Dina 
Johnson, John Bobolink, Sue Bobolink, and Dennis Gilbert. 

AIS Distinction is an honors program for students that excel in academics, leadership, 
service and community. They earn over 3.0 GPA in AIS classes, volunteer and participate in 
the Native community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 
  

FUN FACT: 

On November 9th, 2018 American Indian Magnet crowned its annual Ambassadors. Our AIMS 
Ambassadors help motivate and inspire our young people to think about how to weave through the 
complications of going to school while trying to find a path of success.  At AIMS we have developed 
the Ambassador Program to have young people who volunteer their time to share their own 
educational and cultural journeys with students and the community. From a first-hand perspective, 
they directly communicate how much our school has to offer, and often offer personal stories about 
their satisfying and ever-changing lives here. Students had to prepare and give a speech.  Part of the 
process meant obtaining three letters of recommendation from teachers and community members.  

 
 

The final test is the exhibition dance 
in front of the whole school during 
the AIMS Winter Powwow on 
December 20th, 2018.  All of the 
contestants did a wonderful job. This 
year's winners are: Grades 3-5 Allyssa 
Stone, Grades 6-8 Caley Coyne and 
Wakinyan DeCory. These students 
will be representing American Indian 
Studies and the American Indian 
Magnet School at various powwows 
and community events throughout 
Indian country for the next year.  
Here is a pic with outgoing royalty. 
Congrats to all contestants! 
 

AIS created a GTT (Gateway to Technology) & Design Class through the 
Ojibwe Perspective 
 
For the 1st semester of 2018-19, AIS staff were invited to create a GTT 
and Design class for AIMS 8th graders.  The teachers created a 
curriculum called “Wigwametry.”  The idea was to use traditional 
building and design techniques to teach history and culture while using 
those skills to learn how to design and build in a modern society.  
Students learned about the traditional teachings of the Ojibwe Wigwam, 
including the teachings of the Four Directions, the “why’ and “how” to 
design, and how to build a wigwam.  Then the students used that 
knowledge combined with what they learned with the design process, 
(1. Define a problem, 2. Collect information, 3. Brainstorm and 

Analyze Ideas, 4. Develop Models, 5. Present Ideas and get Feedback, 6. Improve Designs 
and start the process over), to work in teams and create a final project and presentation.  
The problem emerged as in the fall many concerns grew about the homeless encampment 
that came up in South Minneapolis.  Housing was a major problem.  Our goal was to create 
portable, light structures for the homeless by using Wigwametry and the Design Process.  

 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

This year the City of St. Paul, St Paul Public 
Schools, Ho-Chunk Nation, SPPS American Indian 
Studies.  and St. Paul’s Indian Ed. Department as 
well as the SPPS Center for Equity and Culture (CEC) 
(Formerly known as Multi Cultural Resource Center 
MRC) took the chance to reaffirm the City’s 
commitment to promote the well-being and growth 
of St. Paul’s Indigenous community.  The plan was 
to have students at AIMS, Harding High School, Ho-
Chunk Youth and Minneapolis American Indian 
Youth help recognize Indigenous Peoples Day on 
Monday, Oct. 8th, with a parade that started from 
AIMS and would end at Indian Mounds Park. The 
theme was Indigenous Youth Empowerment. 
However, the day was very rainy and AIMS and 
Harding decided to hold events at their home 
schools.  The other groups continued on as they 
would not let rain get in their ways to honor and 
celebrate Indigenous People!  
 

At both the parade and at AIMS, District and City 
leaders spoke with students and community members 
during a celebration at American Indian Magnet 
School (AIMS).  It was the first year for AIMS’ new 
principal Dr. Timothy Brown and so AIMS held an 
indoor parade.  Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan 
participated as one of the grand marshals.  It was 
truly and educational experience for all that attended. 
 
At Harding AIS held a public assembly in the 
auditorium. The documentary “Rumble: The Indians 
who Rocked the World” was screened. This was 
followed by student performances and an interactive 
Native trivia game.  

 

 

 



  

 
 
  

The Braided Journeys Program focuses on community building and creating a 
positive sense of belonging for our Native American Students. We work 
primarily with incoming 9th graders, beginning with a summer academy in 
August. The Native 9th graders come in for a few days and become acclimated 
to the school—they’re able to meet some of the staff, and get to know each 
other. Over the course of the year, the students had access to in school and 
after school tutoring as well as after school study time, cultural enrichment 
programming and field trips. Field trips the students participated in were to 
the Native College Fair, various college tours (Augsburg, St Paul College, 
Minneapolis College), Mille Lacs Indian Museum, MMIW March, Indian 
Month Kickoff Parade, Indian Health Fair, and a St Paul Saints Baseball game. 
In after school cultural activities, students were able to design and create 
their own regalia, which they wore to the MIEA Conference Powwow in 
October. And they also made hand drums, with the opportunity to learn 
hand drum songs in the spring.  

UNITY Day was October 24th, 
2018 and the AIMS WEB Leaders 
created a pledge, had everyone 
wear orange and sign a petition 
to stop bullying on October 24th, 
2018.  The WEB Leaders tried 
their best to create a fun, 
welcoming environment at AIMS 
to make sure everyone feels safe 
and included.  WEB stands for 
Where Everyone Belongs and 
 
 they created many fun activities and dances at AIMS for the school year 2018-2019. 

 
 

 

  

 



  

  

This year for the AIS Annual Storytelling Event we were very lucky and honored to have an up and coming Twin Cities Hip-
Hop Artist perform.  He is Mazaadidi but goes by Reuben “Kitto” Stately.  He is  Red Lake Ojibwe & Santee Dakota and 
currently attends Augsburg University in Minneapolis.  He performed many of his songs and told many stories that go with 
the songs.  He really touched on how American History forgets to tell the truth about American Indian History, especially 
the Us Dakota War of 1862.  He talked about the reality that many of face daily. It was a really great performance and he 
influenced many of the AIMS and Harding students, showing them that we are still here and that anyone can make their 
dreams happen if they don’t give up. 
 

 

Harding Ojibwemowin students created traditional 
makizinan in toddler sizes this past winter.  Biboon 
(winter) is the traditional time for stories and 
artwork.  Some students chose to add beadwork to their 
makizinan while others chose to focus on their leather 
work skills.  By making these smaller size makizinan 
students will have practice with the process of making 
makazinan.  Two students went on to make makazinan 
in their own sizes, Yer Xiong and Tha Soe.  
 

 

 

 

American Indian Art students participated in the 2019 Vans 
Custom Culture contest competing against 500 other schools 
across the country.  Students were asked to customize 2 pairs 
of white canvas Vans shoes in two themes: Off the Wall and 
Local Flavor.  After creating Hmong, Karen and Native designs 
Harding made it into the second round as one of the TOP 50 
Schools in the Nation!  Creators of the Native design: Elbira 
Capetillo Tolbert, Maranda Emstad, Montana McKee, 
Miiskogihmiiwan Poupart-Chapman.  Creators of the Hmong 
design: Emily Thor, PaHoua Lee, George Moua, Yee Thao, 
Melody Thao.  Creators of the Karen design: Hsawah Paw, 
Tha Soe, Bear Bou Moua. 
 



  

 

In March, AIS continued making 
connections between AIMS and Harding 
High School by bringing former AIMS 
students that currently go to Harding to be 
student leaders for the AIMS 7th Graders as 
they participated in what is called a 
“Courage Retreat,” that is put on by the 
group Youth Frontiers.  Students spent the 
day getting to know each other in order to 
raise confidence and to get to know each 
other better in hopes of creating stronger 
relationships and to stop bullying in school.  
It was a fun day for all and AIMS wanted to 
give a huge Miigwech to the Harding AIS 
Staff and students for helping make this a 
great event! 
 

 

To help celebrate Indian Month in May, Mr. Weston Jr. and Mr. 
Weston Sr. brought in their family tipi.  Students in Mr. 
Weston’s Dakota class learned about the significance of the tipi 
and its absolute importance to Dakota daily living.   
 
As a part of the day students were able to erect the tipi with 
some guidance. It was great to see our students getting excited 
to participate in such a fundamental cultural activity. 
 
One of main takeaways for some of the students was to learn 
that traditionally, Dakota women were in charge of the tipi and 
were technically the owners of it.  
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MAILING ADDRESS 

American Indian Art students were among the first to see the new exhibit at the 
Minneapolis Institute of Art (MIA) Hearts of our People: Native Women Artists 
on May 29th, 2019.  The exhibit features top Native women artists and scholars 
with over 115 artists from the United States and Canada.  I believe the favorite 
was the customized El Camino influenced by famed black ware pottery artist 
Maria Martinez.  The exhibit is now open to the public through August 18th, 
2019. 
 

 

 

AIS Native 
Advisory!  

 
Congrats 2019 

Grads! 


